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Curriculum Development and Career-Decision Making in Higher Education 

Ros Foskett of the University of Southampton updates on the progress of the project identifying key milestones and achievements:- 

Key informant interviews 

The first phase of the research project was to undertake twelve key informant interviews across different providers of HE programmes plus representatives of HECSU and AGCAS. These are coming to an end now and we are in the process of assessing the information that we have gleaned from the various experts who have taken part. Many of you on this mailing list have been part of this process and I would like to thank you for sparing the time to help us. We have gained useful information from these in the following areas: 

· on the nature of credit-bearing careers education that is being offered 

· valuable contacts 

· useful resources 

· the types of information we could ask for in the questionnaire 

· guidance on the format and length of the questionnaire 

· offers of help to pilot the questionnaire 

· on the nature of credit-bearing careers education that is being offered 

Development of the Questionnaire 

Our next task is to develop the questionnaire, the format of the questionnaire and make arrangements for data input. We hope to have a draft questionnaire towards the end of October and will then be approaching those people who have volunteered to pilot it for us in November. Our provisional date for distribution of the questionnaire is the beginning of December. 

The vignettes 

From the outcomes of the questionnaires and key informant interviews we intend to identify a small number of case studies of interesting and innovative practice which would form vignettes in the final report. These will be identified early in 2006 and we will then make arrangements with the institutions involved to collect the information in the Spring. 

Discussion of the project 

HECSU’s aim for the project is that it should inform good practice and they are keen to ensure the results from the project are disseminated widely. The report will be available in summary form and as a pdf on the PROSPECTS website in due course. We also hope to arrange a dissemination event for practitioners later next year. 

Ros Foskett, School of Education, University of Southampton. 

December 2005 

Information about the HECSU funded Longitudinal Study, Career Making, and its subsidiary projects will be available as they progress. 

Notice to researchers: if you would like to post your research reports in this Work in Progress section - please webmaster@hecsu.ac.uk. 

