Careers in the HE Curriculum update 2 

Curriculum Development and Career-Decision Making in Higher Education 

Welcome to the second up-date of the above project into credit-bearing careers education in the curriculum of HE programmes in the UK. Brenda and I have been deeply involved with the data collection phase and we would like to pass on our thanks to all of you who have helped and advised us. In particular we would like to thank those of you who either filled in the questionnaire for us or encouraged others to do so. 

The questionnaire 

During November 2005, we produced and trialled two questionnaires on credit- bearing careers education – one which was aimed at the institutional level and one was designed to find out about individual units or modules. Many of you were involved in this stage of refining the research instrument and we were given some very useful advice about questions to be asked and the format of the questionnaires as a whole. Thank you. 

We sent out either electronic versions or paper versions of the two questionnaires to all HEIs and to all further education colleges who run higher education courses in December 2005 – over 400 institutions in total. The institutions were followed up on several occasions during December and January to encourage responses. In total we have heard from about 120 institutions with response rates being much higher for HEIs (about 50% return) than from FHE (about 20%). 

Brenda and I are now busy analyzing the results and developing the structure of the report - so busy days ahead! 

The vignettes 

As you know, from the outcomes of the questionnaires and key informant interviews we intend to identify a small number of case studies of interesting and innovative practice from which to form vignettes in the final report. We have received a lot of excellent information from respondents to the questionnaires and from the key informant interviews that we conducted early on in the project. The Steering Group felt that we should try to capture a broader range of good practice than would be possible from three in-depth vignettes. We have agreed therefore to include a larger number of vignettes and information boxes in the final report. For many of these we have already got the information we need – for a small number we will be contacting people again to fill in missing detail. 

Discussion of the project 

HECSU’s aim for the project is that it should inform good practice and they are keen to ensure the results from the project are disseminated widely. We are due to report in July 2006. The report will be available in summary form and as a pdf on the HECSU website in due course. We also hope to attend a dissemination event for practitioners later next year which will be arranged by HECSU. 

Once again, thanks for your interest in the project. Please feel free to contact me (my contact details are attached). 

Ros Foskett 
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