Longitudinal study: aims & objectives 

In June 2005 HECSU commenced a major piece of longitudinal research work, the aims and objectives for which are below and a further explanation can be found in the news section. 

Aim 

· to better understand the processes leading to career learning and decision making in students and graduates and the career guidance and development interventions aimed to support these. 

Objectives 

· provide on-going information on the career trajectories of students and graduates 

· develop methodologies for the collection and analysis of student and graduate actions in relation to career and job preparation 

· provide insight into the career decision making processes undertaken by students and graduates 

· provide information to contribute to the assessment of impact of the changes in student financing 

· enhance the work of careers advisory services in higher education by providing an evidence base to practice 

· target specific groups of students and graduates whose career trajectories are most likely to be affected by changes in higher education policy or practice 

· better understand the way in which the operation of the labour market impacts upon student and graduate career actions

